
Luling Main Street Program, 421 S Davis Street, Luling, TX 78648 

CALL TO ARTISTS 
Luling Magnolia Street Mural Project  

This call is not limited to Luling, TX residents. 
 

BUDGET: $5000-$8000 
 

Eligibility 
This commission is open to all qualified artists. Preference will be given to artists residing in the South 
Texas and Central Texas regions. However, all artists interested in this project are encouraged to apply. 
All artists must have demonstrated professional art experience. All submissions must be of original 
completed artwork. 

Budget 
The budget for this commission includes costs of materials and labor, but does not cover travel, 
transportation, insurance, engineering and or conservation consultations. Artists are encouraged to visit 
the site before submitting their application. 

Project Description 
To create an outdoor Luling Main Street mural that will convey the concept of Main Street’s mission of 
historic preservation as a tool to economic stimulus and downtown small town revitalization. The mural 
shall promote and celebrate aspects of Luling’s rich history which can include agriculture, mercantile 
trade, railroad, wagon trains, oil, etc. The mural will be located on the solid outside wall of Aptiva 
Flooring facing Magnolia Avenue (Hwy 183). Aptiva Flooring is located at 637 E. Davis, Luling, Texas. 
The mural will be one panel measuring 9 feet tall and approximately 20-25 feet wide. The mural shall 
complement the 1880-1940 era of small town South Texas. Priority will be given to design proposals 
that incorporate the historical aspects of Luling.  

Design Parameters 
The artwork will enliven the area with high quality design in keeping with State of Texas standards. The 
development and design of the Luling Magnolia Street Mural Project will be guided by the following 
parameters: 
 
Consider the elements of the downtown district as a source of design ideas. 

1. Historical significance 
2. The location of the mural as an entrance way to downtown Luling, and as a visual gateway. 
3. The town's history, diversity, and cultural profile. 
4. Meet state safety and ADA standards (as applicable) 
5. Work must be durable, sturdy and stable, suitable for the climatic conditions, resistant to UV 

damage and safe for the public 

Scope of Work 
The scope of work for the Luling Magnolia Street Mural Project includes, but is not limited to: 

1. Attend design and commission meet, conduct research and consult with specialists in order to 
develop an original proposal, complete construction documents and receive approval for 
artwork. 



2. Develop project proposal: include renderings, and if necessary other visual representations to 
thoroughly illustrate the proposal. Proposal must clearly indicate the artistic intent, location, 
design, color, materials, fabrications process, timeline and budget. 

3. Prepare and follow budget for the implementation of the project. 
4. Fabricate, deliver and install the artwork or order the installation of the work to a State of Texas 

licensed contractor(s). 

How to Apply 
Artists interested in this project must prepare and submit the following: 

1. Current Resume: at least eight (8) years of professional art experience (exhibitions, sales, 
commissions, etc.) If submitting as a team, a current resume should be submitted for each team 
member. 

2. Letter of Interest: Brief statement summarizing your methods of working and interesting in this 
project. 

3. References: A list of at least three professional references that have an intimate knowledge of 
your work and working methods. The list must includes complete contact information and email 
address.  

4. Images: a maximum of ten (10) images documenting most RECENT artwork that demonstrates 
your qualification for the project. Teams may submit a total of twenty (20) images. 

 
Images must be ORIGINAL COMPLETED ARTWORK, not proposals, preferable created in the last 
five (5) years (2005-2010). 

1. Images must be submitted on 8.5 x 11 inch letter sized paper labeled with artists name, and 
indication of the top front, and a number corresponding to the image list (example: John Doe #1) 

2. Image List: A printed image list labeled with artist's name and identity of each image by number 
and: (A) Title (B) Date ( C) Medium (D) Size (E) Location and if commissioned (F) the 
commission budget. 

3. SASE: a self addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage to return your submitted 
materials. Submitted materials will NOT be returned otherwise. 

4. Optional: The artists may include up to three selections of support materials such as reviews, 
news articles, and other related information. 

 
Failure to comply with submission requirements may results in the disqualification of the application. 
The Luling Main Street Program cannot be responsible for lost, missing, or damaged materials. Do not 
include any materials other than those listed above. 

Submission Deadline 
Artists interested in being considered should submit materials to be received in our office no later than 
5:00 p.m. (not postmarked) by Friday, February 1, 2011. 
 
 Mail Application to: Send Inquiries to: 
 Luling Main Street Suzanne Kearney 
 421 E Davis Street Luling Main Street Manager 
 Luling, TX 78648 mainstreet@cityofluling.net 
  (830) 875-3214 x3 

Selection Process and Criteria 
This commission is open to qualified professional artists 18 and over, regardless of race, color, national 



origin, gender, age, military status, sexual orientation, marital status, or physical or mental disability. 
 
The mural selection committee includes the Luling Main Street Board of Directors. 
 
A limited number of artists will be asked to develop a proposal based upon: 

1. Artistic excellence and originality as evidence by representations of past work images and other 
supporting materials 

2. Appropriateness of artists medium, style and previous experience as they relate to the project 
goals and settings 

3. Experience with projects of a similar scale and scope 
4. Availability to participate in the design and implementation of the project as required. 
5. The committee may also take into consideration when selecting the artist whether or not an artist 

is already represented by work in Luling, Texas and the relationship of an artist’s work to the 
work of other artists that are selected or being considered for the project. 

 
NOTE: Luling Main Street reserves the right to reject any or all applications or proposals, to reject any 
finalists, to waive informalities in applications or proposals, or to terminate the selection process for any 
project without prior notice. 

Estimated Project Schedule (schedule is subject to change) 
 Application Due  Friday, Jan 21, 2011 
 Selection Panel Review First week of February 
 Finalist Selection  February 9, 2011 
 Full Proposal Deadline February 28, 2011 
 Approval of Proposal  March 7, 2011 
 Contract Preparation  March 18, 2011 
 Design, development, Fabrication, Installation May thru June 1, 2011 
 Completion Deadline June 1, 2011 

Background 
The Luling area has a very rich history. It's roots are steeped in the agriculture of the region and the 
coming of the railroad which arrived in 1874. At one time, Luling was known as “The Toughest Little 
Town in Texas”. Prosperity and growth came with the discovery of oil in 1922 by Edgar B. Davis. Oil 
and agriculture continued to play a key role in Luling's development. Cotton, corn, turkeys, and 
watermelon. A little known fact, is that the double breasted turkey was developed at the experimental 
farm established by Edgar B. Davis. Watermelon's were a key crop in the mid-twentieth century and are 
still celebrated today with a world renowned festival. Oil continues to play a key role in Luling as does 
tourism. The key tourist attractions are the Oil Museum, BBQ (rated in the top 5 for many years 
nationally), watermelon (festival, farmers markets), and shopping. 
 
Several good links about Luling provide details into the history of this town and are provided below to 
give the artist further insight for this project. 
 
Texas State Historical Association - http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hjl17 
 
Luling Area Chamber of Commerce - http://www.lulingcc.org/history.htm 
 
Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luling,_Texas 
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